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  SSTTAATTEE  AANNDD  FFEEDDEERRAALL  FFUUNNDDIINNGG  RREESSOOURCES 
OPPORTUNITIES TO FUND SCHOOL COUNSELORS AND 

OTHER STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES STAFF 
 
 

This document provides a brief summary of the various available categorical funds that 
supplement General Fund resources to provide needed student support services and 
programs. 
 
Another important source of information about funding opportunities that covers any 
funding that is approved by the California Department of Education is located at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/funding. If you are interersted in receiving e-mails on funding 
developments, you can add your e-mail address to the Funding Mailing List at the above 
web page. 
 
Because there is no single category of funding dedicated to funding school counselors and 
other student support services, most districts support these personnel with the district’s 
General Fund and supplement the funds through various categorical sources. According to 
a 1999 Pupil Personnel Services Survey conducted by the California Department of 
Education (CDE) and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC), the following 
funding sources (listed in rank order) are most commonly used to employ counselors, 
psychologists, or school social workers: 
 

Rank/Funding Source Percent of Districts 
  Using Funding 

1. General Fund 82% 
2. Special Education (IDEA) 55% 
3. Safe and Drug Free Schools (ESEA Title IV) 43% 
4. Tenth Grade Counseling (Ed. Code § 48431.6) 34% 
5. Improving America’s Schools Act (ESEA Title I) 21% 
6. Other (grants, foundations, etc.) 19% 
7. Healthy Start Support Services for Children Act 13% 
8. School-to-Career 12% 
9. Carl D. Perkins Voc.-Tech. Education Act 12% 

10. Coordinated Services (ESEA Title XI)   5% 
 
The attached list provides more information about specific categorical funding streams that 
can be used to hire student support services staff. Local education agencies (LEAs) may 
use various combinations of the funding sources listed below to meet their student support 
needs. To determine if a district receives a particular categorical fund, go to 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fiscal/categorical/, choose a categorical title from the list, click 
“Entitlements,” and look for the district name. 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/funding
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fiscal/categorical/
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STATE FUNDING SOURCES 
 

SCHOOL AGE FAMILIES AND EDUCATION (CAL-SAFE) 
Description: This program increases the availability of support services necessary for 
enrolled pregnant/parenting students to improve academic achievement and parenting 
skills, and to provide a quality child care/development program for their children. The Cal-
SAFE program is a comprehensive and community-linked, school-based program that 
focuses on youth development and dropout prevention for pregnant and parenting pupils. If 
a LEA chooses to participate in Cal-SAFE, the program replaces three other existing 
programs [Pregnant Minors Program (PMP), School Age Parenting and Infant 
Development (SAPID), and the Pregnant and Lactating Students Program (PALS)]. 

Allocation: LEAs operating PMP, SAPID, and/or PALS programs have selection priority 
in the Cal-SAFE program, contingent on the district submitting an application that CDE 
approves. Education Code Section 54745(a)(7) requires quantifiable program goals, an 
evaluation for guiding program implementation and determining cost effectiveness, and 
student results to continue program funding past the first three years. 

Contact Juanita Weber at (916) 657-5488 or jweber@cde.ca.gov for more information. 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (SIP), K-12 
Description: This program supports California schools improving instruction, services, 
school environment, and organization at school sites. SIP programs involve parents, older 
students, and other members of the community in the improvement process through a 
school-site council at each participating school. The School Site Council develops, 
monitors, and modifies (as needed) a School Improvement Plan that has specified 
components to address the needs of the school. 

Allocation: SIP is funded through a formula entitlement. Approved 7-12 schools are 
funded based on prior year first period (P1) average daily attendance (ADA). The K-6 
LEA level entitlement is based on prior year California Basic Educational Data System 
(CBEDS) enrollment counts. 

Total appropriation: $400,724,000 

Amount available for LEAs: In 2000-01, the grade 7-8 rate is $116.26 or $32.72 per 
pupil, depending on when the school entered the program. The grade 9-12 rate is $83.88 
per pupil. Schools serving grades K-6 are funded via an equalization formula aimed at 
providing all schools serving grades K-6 with a minimum of $122.71 per enrolled pupil, 
adjusted annually for cost-of-living adjustment. 

Contact Julie Brucklacher at (916) 327-4406 or jbruckla@cde.ca.gov for more 
information. 
 

SCHOOL SAFETY AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION ACT 

Description: This program provides funds to LEAs to establish programs and strategies 
that promote a safe learning environment among children and youth in the public schools. 
These funds provide for hiring personnel trained in conflict resolution, providing on-

mailto:jweber@cde.ca.gov
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campus communication devices, establishing staff training programs, establishing 
cooperative arrangements with law enforcement agencies, and other implementing 
programs that materially contribute to the goal of reducing incidents of violence in schools. 
In 1999-2000, 21.74 percent of the funds were used to hire student support services 
personnel. 

Allocation: LEAs receive funds based on prior year CBEDS enrollment data for pupils 
enrolled in grades 8-12, inclusive. 

Total appropriation: $72,087,000 ($1,000,000 for county offices, $71,087,000 for school 
districts) 

Amount available to LEAs: There is a minimum allocation of $5,000 per school site, or 
$10,000 per LEA, whichever is greater. 

Contact Louise Chiatovich for program information at (916) 445-5695 or 
lchiatov@cde.ca.gov. 
Contact Nancy Cook for fiscal information at (916) 324-4549 or ncook@cde.ca.gov. 
 

TENTH GRADE PUPIL PROGESS REVIEW AND COUNSELING 
Description: The purpose of this funding is to ensure that each pupil, upon reaching the 
age of 16 or prior to the end of the 10th grade, whichever occurs first, has received a 
systematic review of his or her academic progress and counseling regarding the 
educational options available to the pupil during the final two years of high school. Each 
LEA maintaining high schools and accepting funds for Tenth Grade Counseling shall 
establish and maintain an academic advisement that ensures that each pupil is served. The 
program shall give first priority to pupils who are not earning credits at a rate that will 
enable them to graduate with the rest of their class. The program shall be adopted at a 
public meeting of the governing board. 

Allocation: Participating LEA entitlements are based on a rate determined by dividing 
available funds by prior year grade 10 enrollment. 

Total appropriation: $10,363,000 

Amount available to individual LEAs: For the 2000-01 fiscal year, the rate was 
approximately $24 per pupil. 

Contact Paul Meyers for program information at (916) 445-6773 or 
pmeyers@cde.ca.gov. 
Contact Rich Zeiszler for fiscal information at (916) 324-4533 or rzeiszle@cde.ca.gov. 
 

HEALTHY START SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CHILDREN ACT 
Definition: CDE awards Healthy Start collaborative planning and operational grants to 
LEAs and their collaborative partners. Grantees work to measurably improve the lives of 
children and their families by providing culturally appropriate, integrated, accessible, 
strengths-based educational, health, mental health, social, and other supports and services, 
located at or near schools. 

Allocation: Applicants for Healthy Start operational grants must demonstrate their 
capacity to provide holistic support to children, youth and families. The support system 

mailto:lchiatov@cde.ca.gov
mailto:ncook@cde.ca.gov
mailto:pmeyers@cde.ca.gov
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must link the academic program of the school with comprehensive support services and 
activities, available at or near the school site. Parents and students should be key leaders 
and contributors. Services and activities may include health care, dental care, mental health 
counseling, child welfare services, employment services, crime prevention, after-school 
activities, child care, supplemental food and nutrition education services, service exchange 
banks, English as a Second Language (ESL) or citizenship classes, peer-to-peer strategies, 
or others important to the success of the children and families. The applicant determines 
the services and activities to be provided, but must select such services and activities that 
are logically related to desired results. 

Contact Julie Baltazar at (916) 657-2788 or jbaltaza@cde.ca.gov for more information. 
 

TEENAGE PREGNANCY PREVENTION 
Description: This five-year competitive grant program provides the support to delay the 
onset of sexual activity and reduce the incidence of teenage pregnancy. 

Allocation: Applicants must develop comprehensive programs and address locally-
identified needs, risk factors, and target populations. Although LEAs receive the funding, 
they should have a collaborative approach with other local agencies, parents, and 
community-based organizations for planning and implementation. 

Total appropriation: $10,000,000 

Amount available to LEAs: $200 per student per year 

Contact Norma Munroe at (916) 653-4152 or nmunroe@cde.ca.gov for more 
information. 
 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION EDUCATION PROGRAM (TUPE) 
Description: The TUPE program provides funding through an application process for 
tobacco-specific student instruction, reinforcement activities, special events, and cessation 
programs for students. 

Allocation: All LEAs that are certified as having a fully implemented tobacco-free school 
district board policy are eligible to apply for funding. Programs in grades four through 
eight are funded through an entitlement process based ADA. Programs in grades nine 
through twelve are funded through a competitive Request for Applications process. 
Programs are locally developed, but are expected to align with the research base in Getting 
Results and the Health Framework for California Public Schools. (Each county office of 
education is eligible to receive funding to assist school districts within their county in 
program development, provide staff development for school and district personnel, and 
provide technical assistance as needed.) 

Amount available to LEAs: The amount of TUPE funding allotted to individual districts 
in the last three years can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/healthykids/tupefunding.html. 

Contact Meredith Rolfe at (916) 657-2810 or mrolfe@cde.ca.gov for more information. 

mailto:jblataza@cde.ca.gov
mailto:nmunroe@cde.ca.gov
http://www.cde.ca.gov/healthykids/tupefunding.html
mailto:mrolfe@cde.ca.gov
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FEDERAL FUNDING SOURCES 
(Information on federal funding resources can be found at 

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OCFO/grants/forecast.html) 
 

CALIFORNIA STATE GEAR UP 
Description: Federal funds support a state administered program designed to stimulate 
interest in college attendance, awareness of college entrance requirements, and knowledge 
about available financial aid by middle school students. The California State GEAR UP 
program develops and sustains the organizational capacity of middle schools to prepare all 
students for high school and post-secondary education. Support is provided for the adults 
who influence and assist middle school students, specifically their counselors, English and 
mathematics teachers, principals and families. Scholarships, based on academic success 
and financial need, will be provided for GEAR UP students going on to college. Thirty-
four local California GEAR UP Partnerships work with more than 70 middle schools 
around the state to provide opportunities and support to students and their families. 

Allocation: Approximately seventy-three five-year awards for partnership grants 
(averaging $460,000 for the first year of award) will be issued. The maximum federal 
contribution is $800 per student directly served. Partnership grants support multi-year 
programs to partnerships consisting of colleges and low-income middle schools, plus at 
least two other partners, such as community organizations and businesses, religious 
groups, college student organizations, state or local education agencies and parent groups. 

Total appropriation: approximately $ 30,000,000 

Amount available to local LEAs: approximately $460,000 

Contact Shelly Davis at (916) 323-5976 or sdavis@cde.ca.gov for more information. 
 

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT (ESEA), TITLE I: 
HELPING DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS MEET HIGH STANDARDS 

Description: This funding is provided to local educational agencies (LEAs) for 
educationally disadvantaged, economically disadvantaged, or “at risk” youth. 
Part A: This category of Title I funding supports programs for children in low-income 
families and institutions for the neglected. 

Allocation: 
Basic Grant: To be eligible for this grant, the LEA must have a minimum of 10 “formula 
children” (census poor, foster care, and neglected children) and who make up at least 2 
percent of the LEA’s pupil population.  

Concentration Grant: To be eligible for this grant, the LEA must have at least 6,500 (or at 
least 15 percent) formula children.  

Total appropriation: $8,601,721,000 

Amount available to LEAs: $147,000,000 on average 

Contact Judith Bell at (916) 323-5833 or jubell@cde.ca.gov for more information. 

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OCFO/grants/forecast.html
mailto:sdavis@cde.ca.gov
mailto:jubell@cde.ca.gov
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ESEA, TITLE IV: SAFE AND DRUG FREE SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 
Description: This funding supports programs that prevent school violence and the illegal 
use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs. Funds are made available to LEAs to establish, operate, 
and improve local programs of school drug and violence prevention, early intervention, 
rehabilitation referral, and education in elementary and secondary schools. 

Allocation: Of the amount allocated to the LEAs, 70 percent of the funds are allocated 
based on CBEDS enrollment and 30 percent is allocated to the LEAs with data that 
identifies them as having the greatest need for Title IV programs. In 2000-01, the 
allocation for the base grant was $4.019 per pupil and the “greatest need” funding added 
$11.54 per pupil in 107 agencies. 

Total appropriation: $50,000,000 in 2001 

Amount available to LEAs: $210,000 on average 

Contact Julie Brucklacher at (916) 327-4406 or jbruckla@cde.ca.gov for more 
information. 
 

CALIFORNIA 21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS (CCLC) 
Description: This new State-administered program of the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act provides five-year grant funding to establish or expand community learning centers 
that provide students, particularly students who attend schools in need of improvement, 
with academic enrichment opportunities and supportive additional services necessary to 
help the students meet state and local standards in the core content areas. As stated in 
federal law, the express purpose is to provide opportunities for communities to establish or 
expand activities that focus on: 1) improved academic achievement, 2) enrichment services 
that reinforce and complement the academic program, and 3) family literacy and related 
educational development services. 

Allocation: Entities eligible for this funding include: local educational agencies (LEAs), 
cities, counties, community-bassed organizations (CBOs), other public or private entities 
(which may include faith-based organizations), or a consortium of two or more agencies, 
organizations, or entities. Existing Before and After School Learning and Safe 
Neighborhoods Partnerships Program grantees as well as current federally funded 21st 
CCLC grantees may also apply for these funds. A Request for Application (RFA) is 
available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/afterschool. 

Total appropriation: With the enactment of the federal No Child Left Behind Act, $39.9 
million is now available for the California 21st CCLC Program. 

Amount available to LEAs: The RFA details the funding structure and funding priorities 
of the California 21st CCLC program. 

Contact the Healthy Start and After School Partnerships Office at hsasp@cde.ca.gov for 
more information. 

mailto:jbruckla@cde.ca.gov
http://www.cde.ca.gov/afterschool
mailto:hsasp@cde.ca.gov
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SAFE SCHOOLS/HEALTHY STUDENTS INITIATIVE (SUB-SECTION OF ESEA, TITLE IV) 
Description: This federal grant supports LEAs in developing community-wide approaches 
to creating safe and drug-free schools and promoting healthy childhood development. 
Programs are intended to prevent violence and the illegal use of drugs, and to promote 
safety and discipline. LEAs must coordinate with other community-based organizations. 

Allocation: To be eligible for this funding, LEAs must have a partnership with the local 
public mental health authority and law enforcement agency. LEAs must develop a 
comprehensive plan that addresses the following six elements: (a) safe school 
environment, (b) alcohol and other drugs and violence prevention and early intervention 
programs, (c) school and community mental health preventive and treatment intervention 
services, (d) early childhood psychosocial and emotional development programs, (e) 
educational reform, and (f) safe school policies. 

Total appropriation: $117,000,000 in 2001 

Amount available to LEAs: $1,200,000 on average 

Contact Karen Dorsey at (202) 260-4023 or karen.dorsey@ed.gov for more information. 
 

YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS 
Description: The Youth Violence Prevention Grant Program complements the much 
larger Safe School/Healthy Students Initiative, a collaborative effort of the Departments of 
Health and Human Services, Education, and Justice. Potential grantees must show 
evidence of a formal partnership that includes the local educational agency, the local public 
mental health authority, and the local law enforcement agency. The Youth Violence 
Prevention Grant Program engages other organizations to address the issues of promoting 
healthy development, enhancing resilience, and preventing violence and substance abuse 
through the use of evidence-based programs. The goals of this cooperative agreement are 
to (1) build community-wide understanding of youth violence, (2) build real and 
sustainable community-wide, intensive collaborations to address this public health crisis, 
and (3) implement and sustain evidence-based youth and family service programs. There 
are two phases in this two-year program: Phase 1 Community Collaboration Phase, and 
Phase 2 Pilot Implementation Phase. In Phase 1, grantees develop intensive community-
wide collaboration to address youth violence and suicide prevention proactively. In Phase 
2, grantees pilot the chosen evidence-based youth violence and suicide prevention 
approach with high-risk, under-served minority children and youth. In addition, under this 
program projects devoted to youth suicide prevention receive priority in funding 
consideration. 

Allocation: Applications may be submitted by domestic non-governmental nonprofit and 
for-profit entities; public or private educational systems, institutions, and agencies; Tribal 
government units and organizations; and community-based organizations, such as 
advocacy organizations, community-based health, mental health and social service 
organizations, parents and teachers associations, consumer and family groups, and 
minority serving organizations. 

Contact Steve Hudak at (202) 260-4023 or shudak@samhsa.gov for more information. 

mailto:karen.dorsey@ed.gov
mailto:shudak@samhsa.gov
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ESEA, TITLE VI: INNOVATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM STRATEGIES 
Description: This funding supports education innovation, reform, and improvement, as 
well as to meet special needs of ‘high risk’ students. 

Allocation: LEAs receive funding from an enrollment-based formula that uses a point 
system. LEAs accumulate one point based on each pupil enrolled in its public schools and 
participating private school, and additional points for ‘high-cost factor’ pupils (based on a 
quartile ranking of the percentage of CalWORKs pupils in each LEA). The additional 
points awarded range from one to 3.5 points: it receives 3.5 points per CalWORKs pupil in 
LEAs in the top quartile, two points in the next quartile, and one point per CalWORKs 
pupil in the third quartile. 

Total appropriation: $43,634,414 ($37,089,252 available to LEAs) 

Amount available to LEAs: In 2000-01, LEAs were awarded approximately $4.047 per 
point. A minimum funding level or ‘floor’ is applied so that no LEA receives less than 
$3,697. 

Contact Julie Brucklacher at (916) 327-4406 or jbruckla@cde.ca.gov for more 
information. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION (IDEA) 

Part B: Local Assistance Entitlements 
Definition: IDEA, Part B federal funds can be combined with local assistance state general 
funds to financially support the expense of educating identified students with disabilities. 
The State estimates total special education expenditures, deducts federal and property tax 
revenues, and allocates local assistance state funds for the remainder. Federal funds are 
issued separately to Special Education Local Plan Areas (SELPA). 

Allocation: Grants are based on a three-part formula: a base amount, a percentage of 
population, and a percentage of poverty. All SELPAs receive a base amount of 
$323,428,031 statewide, divided by December 1999 pupil count. Additional funds, above 
the $323,428,031 statewide allocation, are distributed to SELPAs based on 85 percent of 
the relative numbers of children enrolled in public and private elementary and secondary 
schools within each SELPA’s jurisdiction, and 15 percent on the basis of relative numbers 
of children living in poverty, using free and reduced price meal participation as the 
indicator of poverty. Adjustments to the base amount are required if a new SELPA is 
created, if one or more SELPAs are combined, or if SELPA geographic or administrative 
boundaries change. Districts can use Part B funds only to support expenditures for pupils 
with an individualized education program (IEP) and to provide special education and 
related services to students with disabilities who can benefit from a public education. 

Total appropriation: $455,286,000 

Contact Jim Bellotti at (916) 323-6711 or jbellott@cde.ca.gov for more information. 

mailto:jbruckla@cde.ca.gov
mailto:jbellott@cde.ca.gov
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WorkAbility I Project 
Definition: WorkAbility I funds provide secondary special education students with 
specialized work experience, vocational education, and transition coordination services 
from school to work. 

Allocation: Allocations are based on the number of students placed in a paid employment 
position, plus a base of $36 per student served and an additional $50 per each student with 
severe disabilities. 

Contact Bob Snowden at (916) 327-4221 or bsnowden@cde.ca.gov for more information. 
 
Specific Learning Disability Assessment 
Definition: This grant allows local school districts to design alternative methods of 
identifying students with specific learning disabilities, that are sensitive to linguistic and 
cultural differences. 

Total appropriation: $92,822 

Contact Pamela McCabe at (916) 327-3702 or pamccabe@cde.ca.gov or Allan Lloyd-
Jones at (916) 327-3658 or alloydjo@cde.ca.gov for more information. 
 

CARL D. PERKINS VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION ACT 
Definition: This Act provides funding for academic and technical education that results in 
vocational skills or other skills required for further education. The goal is to prepare 
students for careers in current or emerging employment sectors. The act requires program 
improvements, including competency-based applied learning that contributes to academic 
knowledge, higher-order reasoning and problem-solving skills, positive work attitudes, 
general employability skills, technical skills, and occupational specific skills. 

Allocation: Funding is divided between secondary and post-secondary institutions based 
on enrollment. For secondary students, funding is based on two components: 30 percent 
based on pro-rata share of 15-19 year olds, and 70 percent based on pro-rata share of those 
children ages 15-19 in families with below-poverty-level incomes. 

Total appropriation: $124,899,618 

Contact Lee Murdock at (916) 445- 5736 or lmurdock@cde.ca.gov or Mary Smalley at 
(916) 323-5741 or msmalley@cde.ca.gov for more information. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COORDINATORS GRANT 
Description: Grants support LEAs in fighting drug abuse and in making learning 
environments safer. Programs are intended to hire and train middle school drug prevention 
and school safety coordinators. School-based coordinators are to create safe and orderly 
environments for learning. 

Allocation: Eligibility for this federal grant is limited to school sites in which at least one 
student was, within the previous year, suspended, expelled, or transferred to an alternative 
schol for possession, distribution or use of alcohol, tobacco or drugs, or for possession of a 
weapon. Also eligible are school sites that referred at least five students for substance 

mailto:bsnowden@cde.ca.gov
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abuse treatment or suspended, expelled or transferred to alternative schools at least five 
students for physical attacks or fights. Coordinators serve up to seven school sites; work 
solely on coordination of drug abuse prevention or school safety programs; and must have 
a degree from an accredited four-year institution of higher education and an academic 
background or equivalent work experience in a field related to youth development. 

Total appropriation: $45,000,000 in 2001 

Amount available to individual LEAs: $220,000 to $2,733,696 

Contact Deirda Hilliard at (202) 260-2643 or safesch@ed.gov for more information. 
 

SCHOOL-TO-CAREER 
Definition: This program supports reforms in the educational system that include the 
integration of school-based and work-based learning, the use of contextual, applied 
teaching strategies, and the opportunity for students to choose career-related coursework 
and workplace experiences, with equal access for all students. 

Types of Grants: 
Development Grants for States and Territories: Non-competitive, used for general 
planning purposes 

State Implementation Grants: One-time, four to five-year venture capital investments 
intended to help establish a statewide school-to-work system. States must allocate 70 to 90 
percent of the implementation funds to local partnerships. The remaining 10 to 30 percent 
of funds remain at the state level. The state funds are used to provide innovative curricula 
and staff development, ensure coordination of existing local education and training 
programs and resources, collect data, provide technical assistance to local partnerships, 
encourage the active involvement of employers and other stakeholders, improve public 
awareness of school-to-work systems, and ensure that all students are served by school-to-
work systems. 

Local Partnership Grants: These funds support partnerships that function as practical 
models, thereby informing state system-building efforts and serving as resources for other 
local partnerships. As defined in the School-to-Work Opportunities Act, local partnerships 
include employers, representatives of local educational agencies and post-secondary 
educational institutions (including representatives of area vocational education schools), 
local educators, representatives of local organizations or non-managerial employee 
representatives, and students. 

Urban/Rural Opportunities Grants: These grants fund partnerships in high poverty urban 
and rural areas (those with poverty rates above 20 percent for youth under 22) that have 
specific strategies to address the multiple needs of urban and rural in- and out-of-school 
youth, including human service needs. 

Contact Rick Mejia (916) 657-3492 or rmejia@cde.ca.gov or Linda Gaylor at (916) 657-
3612 or lgaylor@cde.ca.gov information. 

mailto:safesch@ed.gov
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FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATION 
Description: This program provides funds to conduct nationally significant programs and 
projects to improve the quality of education, assist all students to meet challenging State 
content and student performance standards, and contribute to the achievement of the 
National Education Goals. 

Allocation: Institutions of higher education (IHEs), LEAs, nonprofit organizations, and 
state education agencies may apply for grants. Among the programs supported through the 
Fund for the Improvement of Education are the Elementary School Counseling 
Demonstration Program, Physical Education for Progress, High School Reform, State 
Partnerships in Character Education, Dropout Prevention Demonstration Programs, and 
Teaching American History Grants. 

Total appropriation: $338,781,000 in 2001 

Contact Beverly Farrar at (202) 219-2053 or beverly.farrar@ed.gov for more 
information. 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNSELING DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 
(PART OF THE FUND FOR IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATION) 

Description: This discretionary grant program will provide funding to LEAs to establish 
or expand elementary school counseling programs, with special consideration given to 
applicants that can demonstrate the greatest need for counseling services in the schools to 
be served, propose the most innovative and promising approaches, and show the greatest 
potential for replication and dissemination. 

Allocation: Only LEAs are eligible to apply. LEAs are encouraged to consult or form 
partnerships with IHEs, non-profit organizations or other entities that can assist in the 
development of a comprehensive elementary school counseling program. LEAs may apply 
in consortia to compete for these funds; however, one of the participating LEAs must act 
as both lead applicant and fiscal agent, and each participating LEA must ensure that all 
priority requirements for this competition are met. 

Total appropriation: $30,000,000 in 2001 

Contact Loretta Riggans at (202) 323-2179 or loretta.riggans@ed.gov for more 
information. 
 

SCHOOL DROPOUT PREVENTION PROGRAM 
Description: The purpose of the School Dropout Prevention program is to support school 
dropout prevention and reentry activities to raise academic achievement levels by 
providing grants that (1) challenge all children to attain their highest academic potential; 
and (2) ensure that all students have substantial opportunities to attain their highest 
academic potential through schoolwide programs proven effective in school dropout 
prevention and reentry. 

Allocation: Projects must implement scientifically based, sustainable, and widely 
replicated strategies. 

Total appropriation: $10,000,000 

mailto:beverly.farrar@ed.gov
mailto:loretta.riggans@ed.gov


DRAFT 07/9 

12 
 
 

Amount available to LEAs: $3,500 on average 

Contact Christine Jackson at (202) 260-2516 or christine.jackson@ed.gov for more 
information. 
 

MIGRANT EDUCATION--HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY PROGRAM 
Description: Funding from this program helps migratory and seasonal farm workers (or 
children of such workers), who are 16 years of age or older and not currently enrolled in 
school, to obtain the equivalent of a high school diploma and subsequently to gain 
employment or begin post-secondary education or training. Competitive, five-year grants 
for High School Equivalency Program (HSEP) projects are made to IHEs or other 
nonprofit private agencies that cooperate with such institutions. 

Allocation: IHEs or a public or nonprofit private agencies, in cooperation with IHEs, may 
apply for funds. These institutions must provide HSEP participants with developmental 
instruction and counseling services intended to prepare them (1) to complete the 
requirements for high school graduation or the general education development (GED) 
certificate, (2) pass a standardized test of high school equivalency, and (3) participate in 
subsequent post-secondary education or career activities. 

Total appropriation: $20,000,000 in 2001 

Amount available to individual LEAs: $385,000 on average 

Contact Mary Suazo at (202) 324-5568 or mary.suazo@ed.gov for more information. 
 

THE CULTURAL PARTNERSHIPS FOR AT-RISK CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAM 
Description: This program provides demonstration grants to eligible entities for the 
development of school-community partnership programs designed to improve the 
educational performance and future educational potential of at-risk children by providing 
comprehensive, coordinated educational and arts programs and services. 

Allocation: Any LEA is eligible for funding application, acting on behalf of an individual 
school or schools in which 75 percent or more of the children enrolled are from low-
income families. The term ‘low-income’ is based on data used in determining a school’s 
eligibility to operate a school-wide program pursuant to ESEA, Title I, Section 1114. The 
applicant must be in partnership with at least one IHE, museum, local arts agency, or 
cultural entity that is accessible to individuals within the school district of such school(s) 
and that has a history of providing quality services to the community. 

Total appropriation: $2,000,000 

Amount available to individual LEAs: $200,000 

Contact Madeline Baggett at (202) 261-8467 or madeline.baggett@ed.gov for more 
information. 
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